




UP 
GLOSE 

Lawrence Biondi, SJ, 

reflects on 10 years 

of leadership, 

lessons and life as 

president of Saint 

Louis University. 

PERSONAL 

Some people would call his desk cluttered. Stacks of papers are scattered about, but it is clear that he knows where to find eve,ydung. His  sheh·es and ·window sills are loaded. albeit neatly. with honors, trin-kets and mementos. His travels are well 
represented with shells and sand cascles. hue there's a real hometown feel to his stuff: a St. Louis snow globe . .:1. crysml 
award from the c. Louis Ambassadors 
and Billiken antiques. The Oeur de lis motif appears almosl everywhere---on decorative plates, stained-glass hangings and coffee mugs. 

If our offices paint our best pornaics. Lany Biondi's is wonh 1,000 words. 
But on lus tenth ilJUliversary as pr�i

dent of Saint Louis University, 1t 
wouldn't be fair to lee hjs desk do all the 
talking. The following is an edited transcript of au imerview conducted shortly after 

Biond1 completed IO years at the helm of Saint Loms University. UTAS: 111,at Ufft your first m,pressio,,s cf Saim Ltmi.s U11iversiry? Biondi: In my formation as a Jesuit seminarian, I always heard about Saint Louis University as one of the premiere Jesuit universities in the United States. During my seminary rra.ining. most of my professors in philosophy received their degrees fron\ Saint Louis University. So for me. the University aJways had :i fine national reputation. But 1t wasn · t until I '\\'35 on my way to Mexico City during the summer of 
1968 chat I first visited St. Louis. Another Jesuit and I were going co study Spanish 111 Mexico. We cook a Greyhound bus from Chicago to Mex;co City, and co break up our long trip we stopped in Sc. Louis and San Antonio. We spent a day and a half here. We scared ac che old Coronado 
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